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Director’s  Note 

A FLEA IN HER EAR 
 
Originally  written   in   French   in   1907,  Georges   Feydeau’s  
“La  Puce  à l’Oreille”  translated “A  Flea  in  Her  Ear” ran for 
an entertaining 86 performances before a cast member 
died and the show was forced to cancel.  Feydeau had 
written over 60 plays in his time, with the frantic farce 
Flea being one of his most successful. Flea is set in Paris at 
the end of the 19th century during the last years of the 
‘belle  époque’  era.    Feydeau’s  plays  often  involved  a  quick  
wit  with  promiscuous  or   ‘demi-monde’  undertones.  Flea 
was   no   different.   In   Feydeau’s   time,   many   of   his   works  
were dismissed as light entertainment, one critic calling 
his   works   ‘jack   in   the   box’   constructions.   Feydeau  
contracted syphilis in the winter of 1918 and slowly 
slipped into madness, dying a few years later.  It was not 
until decades after that his works of great wit and 
complex plots were appreciated by the masses. 

In 1966, John Mortimer translated the play and brought it 
to the Old Vic Theatre in London.  The play was a success.  
The BBC broadcast the stage production one year later 
featuring a young Anthony Hopkins.  Then followed a 
movie of the same name in 1968, with a musical 
adaptation entitled Hotel   D’Amour in 1993.  This 
production has since appeared on multiple stages 
worldwide, translated into many languages.   In Belgrade 
the show premiered in Serbian in 1971 with over 1300 
performances to date.  What is most intriguing about this 
show is the longevity of its tongue-in-cheek humour and 
the versatility it has demonstrated amongst various 
cultures and stages for over a century.  The Old Vic 
recently resurrected the play for a second time in 2000, 
where actor and artistic director Kevin Spacey noted 
“staging  a  play   like   this   is   a   little  bit   like  doing  a  ballet  

with monkeys”.  

 A Flea in Her Ear is a fun and frantically 
paced show, intended to please all 
audiences.   When I first looked at this 
script as a first-time director I was 
somewhat intimidated by the challenge 
of making this show work on our stage.   
I am very fortunate to have found such a 

wonderfully talented cast and dedicated crew, with 
superior mentorship from Bryn Rowlands, to pull off such 
a wildly enjoyable production.              –Mike Tobin, Director 
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Cast of Characters: 

A FLEA IN HER EAR 

(In order of appearance) 

Camille Chandebise:  John Beard 
Antoinette Plucheux:  Kelly Doney-Morrison 
Etienne Plucheux:  Brad Morrison 
Dr. Finache:  Jim Petrie 
Lucienne Homenides de Histangua: Tamara Smith 
Raymond Chandebise: Coleen Blackmore 
Victor Emmanuel Chandebise: Kyle Mitchell 
Romain Tournel: Kurt Butler 
Carlos Homenides de Histangua: Terry Coolen 
Eugenie:  Annika Borg 
Augustin Feraillon:  Ian MacDermid 
Olympe: Nicole Moore 
Baptistin: Salah Khadra 
Herr Schwarz: Bryn Rowlands 
Poche: Kyle Mitchell 
 
DIRECTOR:  Mike Tobin 
PRODUCER:  Cliff Tyner 
STAGE MANAGER:  Bryn Rowlands 
ASST. STAGE MANAGER:  Heather Cameron 
 
 

Box Office Notes  A reminder 
to our season subscribers that tickets are no 
longer mailed to you.  You may print your 
ticket from your email confirmation or simply 
give your name to the door volunteer.  Thank 
you to those who have provided us with 
email addresses for ticket confirmation.  As a 
courtesy to our patrons with special needs, 
we try our best to accommodate requests for 
specific seating. Please note that these 
seats will only be held until 10 minutes be-
fore the performance begins.  This is in 
keeping with our box office procedure of re-
leasing tickets not picked up 10 minutes pri-
or to curtain time.  Thank you to all our pa-
trons for your patience with our ticketing sys-
tem.  We appreciate your feedback as we 
continue to make improvements to our res-
ervation process. We are excited about of-
fering additional benefits to our subscribers 
next year. More details to follow! 

June 13 – 30, 2012 
Wednesday through Saturday at 8 pm 
Sunday Matinees June 17 & 24 at 2 pm 

Tickets $12 / $15 
 

 
Retrospective on 
Inherit the Wind 

Have you ever played the theatre game called 
“Yes,  Let’s?”  It  goes  like  this:  one  player  gives  a  
suggestion,   something   like   ‘let’s   jump   up and 
down!’  Everyone  then  yells,  ‘Yes,  let’s!’  and  does  
what   the   first   player   proposed.      It’s  wonderfully 
silly fun, but it has a purpose.  It helps us learn 
to accept the gifts our fellow artists offer, to build 
on   each   other’s   creativity   with   joyful   abandon.  
Putting together our production of Inherit the 
Wind felt like one month-long   game   of   ‘Yes,  
Let’s.’  We   had   a  wonderful team of actors, de-
signers, technicians and other assorted volun-
teers, each of whom offered his/her individual 
gifts and ideas to the production, and each of 
whom openly and joyfully embraced the gifts 
offered by others.   
A willingness to try permeated the process.  We 
gathered around a Smartphone to experiment 
with spirituals for the prayer meeting scene.  
One actor willingly bit into a raw hot dog.  An-
other took on six separate characters (seven if 
you count the monkey!) Working on oratory, ac-
tors paced around the rehearsal hall and stood 
on chairs.  Women cast aside their femininity to 
try on just the right moustache.  One cast mem-
ber joined late, and opened in his role after a 
single rehearsal.  Designers offered nuances, 
lighting and a detailed set, and cobbled the 
available materials into gorgeous costumes and 
props.  Throughout it all, an intrepid stage man-
ager figured out how to keep everything orga-
nized, while filling in for several actors in re-
hearsal on a nightly basis.  From the first re-
hearsal to the closing performance, we dove into 
the production with a spirit of playful generosity 
that was, I believe, the foundation of the produc-
tion’s  success.      –TAMARA SMITH, Director 



25th Anniversary Season!  2012-13  
In celebration of twenty-five years of producing quality theatrical entertainment at our Crichton 
Street  location,  Dartmouth  Players  will  present  four  of  our  audience’s  favourite  plays  from  the  
past! 

 

THE BEST LITTLE WHOREHOUSE IN TEXAS                    
November 2012    Book by Larry L. King and Peter Masterson, Music and Lyrics by Carol Hall 

This award-winning musical recounts the good times and the demise of the Chicken Ranch, known since 
the 1850s as one of the better pleasure palaces in all of Texas.  Governors, senators, mayors and even 
victorious  college  football  teams  frequent  Miss  Monda’s  cozy  bordello until a puritan nemesis focuses his 
television cameras and his righteous indignation on the institution to bring it down!

 

RUN FOR YOUR WIFE!                                                                               
February 2013    By Ray Cooney 

A taxi driver gets away with having two wives in different areas of London because of his irregular 
working schedule.  Complication is piled upon complication as the cabby tries to keep his double life from 
exploding!  This superb example of the British farce had audiences rolling in the aisles in London and 
New York. 

 

COME BACK TO THE FIVE AND DIME, JIMMY DEAN, JIMMY DEAN                                                       
April 2013    By Ed Graczyk 

In  a  small  town  dime  store  in  West  Texas,  the  “Disciples  of  James  Dean”  gather  for  their  20th reunion.  
Now middle-aged women, they were teenagers when Dean filmed “GIANT” two decades ago in nearby 
Marfa.    The  ladies’  congenial  reminiscences mingle with flashbacks to their youth; then the arrival of a 
stunning but familiar stranger sets off a series of confrontations. 

 
COUNT DRACULA                                                                                   
June 2013    By Ted Tiller, based on Bram Stoker’s  novel 

Things  are  more  than  unusually  strange  at  Dr.  Seward’s  Asylum  for  the  Criminally  Insane,  ever  since  the  
arrival  of  a  mysterious  nobleman  from  Transylvania.    Minda,  the  doctor’s  beautiful  and  virtuous  young  
ward, has fallen ill with a strange malady, with the same symptoms that killed her friend Lucy; and 
Renfield, a patient, keeps escaping!  Thrilling, suspenseful, and amusing, this is a witty version of Bram 
Stoker’s  classic  story  of  a  suave  vampire. 



TELEPHONE 
BOX OFFICE        
VOLUNTEERS 

We are looking for two to four volunteers to work as a 
team, processing reservations for our upcoming season.  
Volunteers are required to have a home computer with 
high speed internet, process reservations using our 
ticketing software (training provided), answer and return 
phone messages regarding reservations, keep detailed 
notes of reservation calls and organize patron seating 
requests.  As a box office volunteer, you will be the 
primary contact for our patrons so excellent 
communication skills are your most important asset.  We 
have productions in November, February, April and June.  
Each of our four productions requires availability for a 
six-week period. Reservations begin three weeks before 
the first performance and continue for three weeks 
during the performance.  Depending on volunteer 
availability, a 1 to 2 hour daily time commitment is 
required during each six week period.  Alternating days 
with the other team members is possible as schedules 
would be arranged amongst the volunteers.   

This is a great opportunity to get involved with 
Dartmouth Players and interact with our fabulous 
patrons. 

Please leave a message at 465-7529 or email us at 
info@dartmouthplayers.ns.ca if you are interested.  

Scholarships 

Each year Dartmouth Players offers two $1000 
scholarships to high school graduates who are 

planning to pursue an education in the 
performing arts.  The candidates must 

be graduating this year from either 
Dartmouth High School or Prince 

Andrew High School.   

   Please go to www.dartmouthplayers.ns.ca for more   details. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS - Inherit the Wind 

The majority of your comments, both verbal and written, 
were completely positive about this play.  Mention was 
made of the friendly and helpful front door staff, the 
great costumes and the delicious treats. 

Three plays were suggested for future consideration:  
Simple Folk, Mousetrap and Dirty Rotten Scoundrel.  
These suggestions will be presented to the play reading 
committee. 

A couple of people asked if we could serve coffee 
downstairs.  Unfortunately the logistics involved with this 
makes it unworkable.  The coffee upstairs has lids 
available for the cups if you wish to carry your coffee 
downstairs.  Two people asked if we could put WD-40 on 
the seat hinges to reduce the squeaks.  This will be done. 

Here are a few direct qutoes from patrons: “Front  door  
staff friendly and helpful.  Creative décor.  Warm artistic 
atmosphere   (my   first   time   here!)”   and “We   were   so  
hyped after that play – it  was  awesome!”  

 

The Bouquet is ready to bloom at LITF 2012 

After a productive month of rehearsals, THE BOUQUET is 
primed and ready for the Liverpool International Theatre 
Festival 2012.  It is now ten years since Dartmouth Players 
participated in LITF with their entry The Cemetery Club in 2002.  
So it is with great excitement that we join troupes from around 
the world   in   this   year’s   dynamic   theatrical   event.   Be   sure   to  
check www.litf.ca/lineup.htm to view the entries. 

 I am extremely grateful to my talented cast (Clair Henderson, 
Damian Leonard, Leslie Milne and Bryn Rowlands) for bringing 
to life my little play about apologies and forgiveness with 
humour and charm, and to my crew (Karen Watefield, Marlene 
Cygnot, Andrew Finnigan, Eric Jordan and Richard Denson) for 
helping to get this show on the road.  And of course, to the 
great  work  by  DP’s  publicity  team  in  spreading  the  word.    I  also  
wish to thank all the lovely audiences at Dartmouth Players, 
Northwood and Parkland at the Lakes (Shannex) for their warm 
support of our entry int LITF 2012 during the pre-festival 
performances. 

-Janet Godsell, Director & Playwright of The Bouquet 
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T H E A T R E     W O R D F I N D 
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: 

Nothing great was ever achieved without 
enthusiasm.     - Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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